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University Lutheran Chapel is nearing its goal of building a new chapel by the campus of the 
University of Minnesota, a place where the Gospel of Christ is desperately needed. This chapel 
will be the first new church building constructed nearby campus in decades. It will send the 
message to the campus that our church cares about the spiritual life and welfare of students, 
and to the church that University Lutheran Chapel is serious about her mission to these 
students. 

Our campus ministry and congregation has been without a sanctuary for worship on campus 
for nearly four years. It has been a challenging four years; nevertheless our Lord has graciously 
and miraculously caused our congregation and our campus ministry to flourish and grow! By 
His grace our congregation is healthy and our students are engaged and active. 

Many have said that “bricks and mortar” are not necessary for a campus ministry to succeed. 
But we believe that our Lord’s Gospel will reach far more students by restoring regular 
preaching and sacramental worship to the campus — by building back a chapel where these 
things can take place. 

A “bricks and mortar” chapel may not have the power of the Holy Spirit to bring people to 
faith, but such a place by its very presence will proclaim to students that here is a place where 
they will find Christ and His Truth. The construction of such a place will also declare to the 
academic community that we will not abandon the marketplace of ideas and ideologies, but 
that we are here to stay. Help us take this next step in this exciting endeavor of doing the 
Lord’s work at the U of M. 

In this Prospectus, you will find current information about University Lutheran Chapel’s 
building project, including data on our fundraising efforts, the project’s financial picture, 
the building design and architecture, the health and growth of the congregation, and the 
importance and impact of the campus ministry for college students and for the Church at large. 

We pray this will help you make a well-informed decision to help us complete this 
important endeavor. 

Rev. David A. Kind, M.Div
Campus Pastor



More than just a Christian safe house on campus, University Lutheran Chapel  is a place where 
the riches of biblical, liturgical, and confessional Lutheran faith are received and lived out. 
We are a congregation of recent graduates, young people, families, older members, and new 
converts joining with students to provide a home in shared faith. Students living and growing in 
this mature family of Christians are led to take on responsibility and leadership in the church, 
learning day by day to love the depth and wisdom of Christ’s gifts.

In just a few short years, Luther House, located just 
a few blocks off campus, has become the center 
for student involvement and the daily life of our 
congregation. Students and recent graduates come 
here throughout the week for Table Talk, bible 
studies, Evening Prayer and Matins services, Didache 
classes, movie nights, meals, and games. Students 
are also involved in choir and chapel leadership, and 
several live at Luther House during the semester.

In a 2014 survey of the University of Minnesota student body, 12.9% of students reported 
themselves as Lutheran. Although this percentage includes all Lutheran synods, it still 
corresponds to several hundred students who grew up in the LC-MS but do not have a church 
home on campus. We believe that the new chapel will help us reach more students, Lutheran 
and non-Lutheran, those who know Christ, and those who do not yet know Him. Located 
just one block away from the East Bank campus, the new chapel will stand as a bold witness of 
faith, reminding students as they walk past that in this place the Gospel and Sacraments are still 
offered to them, in spite of the unbelief and secularism all around. 

Immersed in strong teaching and preaching, students at ULC grow in their faith and in their 
confession of it in their lives. Over the years, many have gone on to serve as pastors, missionaries, 
and deaconesses. Indeed, to support campus ministry is to support the future of the church.

Mr. Peter Wagner
Outreach Chairman

Campus Ministry at ULC



Location, Location, Location
Located on the busy corner of 4th Street SE and 10th Avenue SE, one of the main walking paths 
to both East and West banks of campus, with easy access to the Interstate, the new chapel will be 
only one block off campus itself in the midst of the Sorority Row area of Dinkytown. 

Just a few of our alumni 
and members making an 
impact on the church at 
large: (l to r) Karen Henke and Rebekah Windschitl on a mission trip to 
Haiti, Rev. Jonathan Huehn (‘05), pastor in Normal IL; Rev. Michael Meyer 
(‘04), LC-MS Disaster Response; Rev. Mark Preus (‘04), campus pastor at 
the University of Wyoming; Kristen Weber on a mission trip to Nepal. 



“An on-campus chapel would be more accessible to students and would increase 
God’s witnesses for those who come for guidance, seek His word, or those who come 
knocking for help. “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find, knock, and 
it will be opened unto you.” Matthew 7:7

Jessica McDaniel, U of M student



“The building is a second tier issue 
theologically, but in a real practical sense, in 
our world today, there’s virtually no church 
without the edifice.” 

From a letter to Pr. Kind by The Rev’d Canon 
Bruce Norman Gardner, former U of M student 

and retired Episcopalian campus priest

“With the ever changing world we live in we, college students especially 
need truth, stability, and healing. Christ is the sole source of healing. He 
is our foundation. University Lutheran Chapel proclaims Christ and Him 
crucified. They preach the Word of God in its truth and rightly administer 
the Sacraments. What better gift can ULC provide than a on-campus chapel 
where students can receive Christ’s gifts?”

Claire Houser, CUSP student



The original University Lutheran Chapel was built to create a spiritual home for students that 
included a chapel and large areas for classes and fellowship with other students.  It served campus 
ministry for over 60 years. The recent acquisition of the Luther House student center provides 
wonderful space for classes, recreation, and living quarters for students. But what is lacking is a 
chapel — the center of spiritual life for students and congregation.

Our plan is to build a neo-Gothic structure whose design complements the adjoining Luther 
House and stands in fraternity with the best of Lutheran church architecture. Worshipers 
enter, reminded of their baptism as they pass the font into a chapel that gives a sense of God’s 
transcendence balanced by an awareness of Christ’s immanence in Word and Sacrament. 
The visual rhythms of rafters, windows, and center aisle point to the chancel where the Word 
is preached  from the carved wooden pulpit, and prayers are spoken and the Lord’s Supper 
celebrated upon the marble altar saved from demolition, framed by a carved wooden backdrop 
crowned by an image of the Crucified. To the rear, a balcony provides space and optimal acoustics 
for choir, organ and other instruments to lead the worshipers, giving voice to a rich expression of 
liturgy that shapes the spiritual lives of both longtime members and students.

After receiving God’s gifts, worshipers exit into a roomy narthex and fellowship hall/ fireside 
room of Luther House. Here, students and members young and old can socialize and form the 
relationships so vital to a church on campus. An on-site lot eases the challenge of parking for 
students and congregation. 

This plan for a new chapel will complete and crown the efforts of rebuilding University Lutheran 
Chapel’s presence on campus and serve the proclamation of Christ for years to come.

Mr. Jeff Brueske
Building Committee

Building Design and Architecture



Our Need

ULC can relocate entirely on campus with a new chapel for $3.8 million. To date, approximately 
$2.7 million has been received, leaving a $1.1 million gap remaining to construct the chapel. The 
charts below summarize the project costs, fundraising goal, and fundraising efforts. 

Total Project Cost: $3,800,000

Amount Needed
ULC Fundraising
District Convention *

* A portion of the $2,000,000 received from the MNS 
District has gone toward rental of the chapel at Luther 

Seminary and storage space.

LCEF Loan
Requested Grants
Pledges and Gifts over 
the next 3 years

Sources of Additional Funding

In three short years University Lutheran Chapel 
has garnered support from her own members 
and from individuals and churches across the 
nation who have contributed financially and 
have prayed for us. Thanks to this outpouring of 
generosity we are nearing our goal of breaking 
ground in the Fall of 2016.  



Health and Growth of the Congregation

Against all odds, ULC’s membership has grown and weekly attendance at services has increased 
since losing the old chapel in 2012, continuing a long and steady upward trend. 

“ULC is a large part of why I am an LC-MS pastor today.” 
Rev. Allan Wierschke, ULC alumnus, class of 1991

“When I first arrived on campus at the University of MN, I had 
no car and knew no one. Only because of ULC’s proximity to the 
campus and dormitories was I able to attend church.” 

Robert Burmeister, ULC alumnus, class of 1992

ULC Membership 1996-2015



“I was loved and taught and surrounded, not by a group of 
arrogant Christians puffed up by knowledge of the pure doctrine, 
but by humble sinners who acknowledged their need for Jesus not 
only in word, but in deed — they showed an intense eagerness 
for the forgiveness of sins so abundantly offered to us at ULC.”

Rev. Mark Preus, ULC Alumnus, class of  2004

“ULC has served as a long-standing model of campus ministry 
to everyone engaged in campus ministry… ULC’s presence at 
the U of M is not only an important witness to Lutheran and 
non-Lutheran students alike, but also to all of us who are 
co-laborers in ministry to students on the campuses we serve.” 

From a letter of 51 campus pastors 
and workers in support of ULC

ULC Average Weekly Attendance 1996-2015



Ways to Give
There are several ways you can help support the 
construction of a new chapel at the U of M. You can 
contribute to the project:

•   Online at ulcmn.org or buildulc.org

•   Make a pledge toward our 3-year campaign with the 
enclosed pledge card 

•   Through your smartphone using the QR Code at right

•   By mail - please label your gift “Build-It-Back”

•   By enouraging your congregation to support ULC 
with its mission giving.  Ask your congregation to 
include ULC in its mission budget, take a special 
offering, or hold a pancake breakfast or other event to 
benefit ULC’s Build-It-Back effort. 

And please, remember ULC and her students, as well 
as our effort to build a new chapel, in your prayers. 

“I frequently attend University Lutheran 
Chapel and as often recommend it to others. 
It is heaven on earth to me.” 

Rev. Prof. Thomas Aadland, 
former President of the AALC, 

& LCMS missionary professor in Kenya

“In college, where it’s easy to 
confuse priorities, ULC for me 
is a reminder of what my goals 
should be modelled after and 
what my ultimate goal as a 
Christian is. We would see more 
student faces if there was an on-
campus chapel because there are 
lots of students who are looking 
for that sense of direction.”

Jordan Ecker, U of M student

Follow Our Progress
You can keep up-to-date on the Build-It-Back project by 
following our blog - buildULC.org, by liking University 
Lutheran Chapel on Facebook, or by visiting ulcmn.org.

Contact Us
By phone: 612-331-2747

By email: pastor@ulcmn.org

By mail: University Lutheran Chapel
 316 10th Ave. SE
 Minneapolis, MN 55414


